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Western rehgions) ‘the Hoa
Hao (a violently anti-Commu-
nist religious sect), and the
Catholics.

Radical Buddhists, who are
feared and dlshked by the
overwhelming majority of
orthodox Buddhists in the
Delta, are led by the militant
Thich Tri Quang whose Budd-

‘hist youth gave Lodge 'a

flattering sendoff when he
first left Saigon.

They had good reason tfo be
grateful to Lodge. It .was the

“ambassador who gave Thich

Tri Quang asylum in. the last
days of the Diem regime—
only to have the militant monk
play a pivotal role, and defy
Washington’s wishes, in
three  subsequent
U.S.-supported - governments.

In recent months, Secretary
of Defense Robert S. Mec-
Namara reportedly has said to

‘his own staff, among others,

that ‘“the haven afforded to
the radical Buddhist leader
Thich Tri Quang may be one
of the greatest mistakes this

= - country ever made in Viet
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Nam.”

Even .if = Secretary Dean
Rusk keeps a stiff upper lip,
maost of the State Department

d regards Lodge's appointment

aformer CIA director who has

Sores ‘

as the return of an ‘adminis-

In ‘Saigon last time -he -was
free wheeling and divisive. He
feuded ‘with other members of
the U.S. mission such as Gen.
Payl Harkins. ‘He disrupted
morale by leaking stories to
the fress condemning close
and loyal associates such as
John Richardson, the Central
Intelligence Agency chief who,
as a result, was recalled.

And if Johnson doubts the
source of the anfi-Richardson
leak, let him' check with his
good friend John McCone,

investigated the matter rather

_thorou%hlﬁ
- odge’s lack of ability

to galvanize - the - post-Diem
military  junta ‘is legendary.
According to one writer;
“When it turned out that Minh
(the junta leader) was stalling
his country to the ground to
the benefit of -the Viet Cong,
Lodge was fresh ouf of- poli-
cy.!! . B ‘

Unfortunately, - these . are
only a few of the reasons for
wondering - whether " Lodge’s
appointment may not boomer-
ang
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